
President’s Blog, June 2011 
As the month of June comes to an end, it becomes an exciting time for residents 
and fellows who will be finishing their academic training programs. I wish 
everyone who is graduating success in the years to come. I encourage the 
graduates to stay active in the AOCOO-HNS and hope you will return as 
members of the Colleges. Academic programs and CME are available at the 
Mid-Year meeting, the Annual Faculty Development Meeting, and the Annual 
Clinical Assembly of the AOCOO-HNS. This is also the time for junior 
residents to “step up to the plate” and become the new senior residents. Sharing 
your knowledge and skills with those residents behind you improves the quality 
of medicine for all who participate. Ultimately, this will lead to improved 
patient care and better outcomes. 
Best Wishes, 
David D. Gossage, DO, FAOCO 
President of the AOCOO-HNS and Foundation 
 

CRF Report, June 2011 
It’s time to get geared up for another academic year. Let’s begin by wishing 
those graduating the best as they enter into fellowship and practice. Thank you 
for your leadership and contributions to the College. Remember to stay involved 
in any way you can. It is more important now, than ever before, that we not only 
stay informed, but involved in the political arena, especially in healthcare. The 
AOCOO-HNS is a great way to stay in touch. 
 In putting together a research project, I came across this article titled “The 
Osteopathic Aspect of Ophthalmology and Otorhinolaryngology” published in 
1947. We thought it would be a good idea to include this article in full in the 
June newsletter and I think it serves as a good reminder of our purpose and an 
interesting perspective. Are things different now than they were in 1947? Are 
their some similarities? The take home points from this article for us today are: 
(1) we have come quite a long way from the way things were in 1947, (2) don’t 
forget your training and (3) BE A PART OF THE AOCOO-HNS and help to 
keep our future bright!! 
 Let’s have a good year and remember to keep in touch with the College. A 
great way to do that is through us, the Council of Residents and Fellows! 
Contact us anytime. We are your voice to the College. 
 We are also always looking for articles, opinions, maybe an interesting case 
or educational resources that may help other residents that can be included in 
the Resident Newsletter. Have something to say? Send it to us! See you next 
month. 
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2011 YEAR-END REPORT 
REMINDER 
The AOCOO-HNS Council of 
Medical Education meeting is being 
held on Thursday, August 25, 2011. 
At this meeting, the Council reviews 
resident files that are inclusive of all 
year-end reporting requirements. 
The AOA requires that year-end 
reports be submitted to the Specialty 
College no later than 30 days 
following the completion of each 
training year. The AOCOO-HNS will 
accept year-end reports 
POSTMARKED through July 30th. 
Any reports that are received after 
August 1st will be reviewed at the 
February 2012 Council meeting. 
 
COPIES OF YOUR ANNUAL 
REPORTS. The AOA requires that 
all training institutions keep on file 
copies of year-end reports. The 
College Office has been contacted 
by numerous DMEs requesting 
copies of year-end reports. It is the 
responsibility of the program director 
and resident to make sure that the 
training institutions/DMEs receive 
their required copies. The College 
has also been contacted by residents 
requesting copies of year-end 
reports. We recommend that all 
residents take the time to make 
copies of year-end reporting forms 
and file them away for future 
credentialing use. 
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2011 Resident Award Recipients 
 

Patrick Murray Awards 
Ophthalmology 
 1st Place-William I. Sawyer, DO, Grandview Hospital and Medical Center 
 2nd Place-Karen E. Dickes, DO, Grandview Hospital and Medical Center 
 3rd Place-Christiane K. Hunt, DO, Grandview Hospital and Medical Center 

Otolaryngology/Facial Plastic Surgery 
 1st Place-Daniel F. Boxwell, DO, Pontiac Osteopathic Hospital 
 2nd Place-Andrew N. Stevenson, DO, Doctors Hospital 
 3rd Place-Jordan J.T. Mulder, DO, Des Peres Hospital 

 3rd Place-Nicholas Purdy, DO, St. Barnabas Medical Center 

 3rd Place-Adam C. Rourke, DO, Pontiac Osteopathic Hospital 

 
Resident Professional Paper Awards 
Ophthalmology 

 1st Place-Joanna P. Wahl, DO, Metro Health Hospital, “The Validity of Computed 
Tomography in an Acute Presentation of Symptoms of Decreased Vision”. 

 2nd Place-Karen E. Dickes, DO, Grandview Hospital and Medical Center, “Long-
Term Rotational Stability of the Alcon AcrySof Toric Intraocular Lenses”. 

 3rd Place-William I. Sawyer, DO, Grandview Hospital and Medical Center, “Use of 
the Boston Type I Keratoprosthesis and Silicone Oil in the Treatment of Hypotony 
in Prephthisis”. 

Otolaryngology/Facial Plastic Surgery 

 1st Place-Azeem Z. Vasi, DO, Grandview Hospital and Medical Center, “Single-
Stage Reconstruction of a Large Full-Thickness Scalp Defect with Anterior and 
Posterior Bipedicled Scalp Rotational Flaps”. 

 2nd Place-Justin L. Elder, DO, NYCOM/St. Barnabas Medical Center, “Endoscopic 
Repair of Nasal Septal Perforation with Turbinate Free Graft”. 

 3rd Place-Kimberly R. Ostrowski, DO, Pontiac Osteopathic Hospital, “Benign 
Symmetric Lipomatosis of the SYpraglottic Larynx: A Rare Cause of Dysphonia”. 

 
Resident Poster Awards 
Ophthalmology 

 1st Place-Matthew D. Lowrance, DO, Hillsdale Community Health Center, “A 
Quantitative Measure of the Effects of Eyelid Massage on the Production of Tears 
and a Proposed Osteopathic Treatment Technique for Dry Eyes”. 

 2nd Place-Erin Benjamin, DO, Hillsdale Community Health Center, “A 
Conjunctival Optical Coherence Tomography as a New Technique in Giant 
Papillary Conjunctivitis Assessment and Correlated Treatment”. 

 2nd Place-Joanna P. Wahl, DO, Metro Health Hospital, “The Validity of Computed 
Tomography in an Acute Presentation of Symptoms of Decreased Vision”. 

 3rd Place-Hal Schwartzstein, DO, St. John’s Episcopal Hospital, “Complications 
Following Plaque Radiotherapy of Small Posterior Uveal Melanoma in 1,524 
Cases”. 

Otolaryngology/Facial Plastic Surgery 

 1st Place-Shaunda M. Rodriguez, DO, Millcreek Community Hospital, “Use of 
Serum Parathyroid Hormone Levels After Near Total and Total Thyroidectomy  in 
the Community Hospital Setting”. 

 2nd Place-Jason T. Stubbs, DO, Freeman-Oak Hill Health Systems, “Alveolar Soft 
Part Sarcoma of the Scalp”. 

 3rd Place-Scott M. McClintick, DO, Fellow, University of Iowa Hospital, “Health 
Care Utilization in Patients with Head and Neck Cancer”. 

Views and opinions expressed in the 
Resident Monthly Newsletter are not 
necessarily endorsed by the 
American Osteopathic Colleges of 
Ophthalmology and Otolaryngology-
Head and Neck Surgery. 
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